
A little faith can go a long way when it is stewarded with disciplined practice. The disci-

ples beg Jesus, “Increase our faith!” Jesus responds with a parable that let them know 

they have more than enough faith if they will just put it into practice. The problem seems 

to be that the disciples, like many of us in this century, have confused “enough” and 

“abundance”.   

Jesus speaks of the ability of faith “the size of a mustard seed” 

to create real change in our hearts and in our actions. It 

doesn’t take an abundance of mustard seeds, just enough. 

This is also true of stewardship, whether it’s of your time, 

your talent, or your treasure. When we practice faithful stew-

ardship of what we have and who we are, it germinates and 

grows within us, blessing us and others with the abundance of 

our lives in Christ.   

Humility is at the root of faith, and stewardship is our grateful response to all the bless-

ings God has provided to us. God always provides MORE THAN ENOUGH.  

Enough v. Abundance 

Fright Night: Trunk-or-Treat, Potluck, and Dancing 

Get out your costumes and start decorating your car because Fright Night and Trunk-or-

Treat are back on Friday, October 28 from 5:00-7:30 pm.  

The festivities begin at 5:00 with Trunk-or-Treat in the church parking lot. Prizes will be 

awarded for the Scariest Trunk, All-Around Favorite Trunk, and the Kid’s Choice Trunk. 

So, pick a theme, put together a costume, and fill your trunk. Need some inspiration? 

Pinterest (of course) has lots of ideas! 

What could be scarier than a Casserole Pot-Luck? Join us in the Parish Hall after Trunk-

or-Treat for dinner and a costume contest. Enter your 

most fiendishly Frankenstein-ed casserole in the Casserole 

Cook-Off Competition (entrée or dessert) and show off 

your Halloween spirit by participating in our costume con-

test. 

After dinner, enjoy some fellowship on the patio while the 
kids have a Halloween Dance Party in the courtyard.  

October 2022 MMXXII: 10 

Evangel 

Inside this 
Evangel 

Outreach Ministries   
page 2 

Book Review    
page 3 

Parking & Workday 
page 3 

Theological Group 
page 4 

Our New Things 
page 4 

Various Updates 
page 5 

On the Back Page 
page 6 

Worship 
Schedule 

Sunday 
 

Holy Eucharist Rite One 
8am 

 

Sunday School 
9:30-10:15am 

 
 

Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
10:30am 

 

Tuesday 
 

Healing Service  
10am  (Chapel) 

 

Wednesday 
 

Prayer Service 
6pm  (Chapel) 
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We’re so excited to announce that this year’s campaign raised $10,286! With your 

help, we exceeded our goal of $8000. THANK YOU! This year’s donations enable 

our partnership with Food and Shelter for Friends to continue—which funds em-

ployment assistance, utility payment assistance, prescriptions, IDs, and bike repairs 

for those who are homeless and/or financially struggling in our city of Norman. So 

many individuals will receive life-changing support this year due to your generosity!  

We pray that you are doubly blessed for your kind donations! A generous person 

will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed (Proverbs 11:25).  

Join the Cleveland County CROP Walk! St. 

John’s is participating in the 2022 CROP Hun-

ger Walk to support Food & Shelter in Norman 

and Church World Service to help families who 

are struggling with hunger. You are invited to 

become a Beloved Walker—with your steps 

and/or your donation—to provide more meals 

for the growing number of people in our com-

munity who need them, and greater food secu-

rity in communities around the world. This year’s walk is Sunday, October 16 at 2 

p.m., beginning at Andrews Park. Check-in is 1:30 p.m.  

Donate or Join: Google Crop Hunger Walk. Once you click on the site, you’ll see 

“join or start a team” on your right side. Type St. John’s Beloved Walkers 

Care & Share 

Crop Walk 

Food & Shelter Meal Ministry 

Don’t forget to be with us this month! It all happens on Tuesday, Oct 19, beginning 

at 9:30am. For more information, contact Andrea Marler at aamarler@me.com or 

call 405-808-4435. 

It’s all 

about 

Outreach 

over here! 
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Christmas Before Halloween? 

Ha! Yes! Please join us for our annual Santa Ministry luncheon on Sunday, October 

30, following the 10:30 am service.  For over a decade, St. John’s parishioners have 

delivered the joy of Christmas to over 100 schoolchildren in need and their fami-

lies—and to over 100 DHS homebound seniors in medical nursing homes. This year, 

we're looking for new families and those with a heart for Christmas and serving oth-

ers to help with this rewarding ministry!  

See you there!   



Several Episcopal clergy recommended this book to me, so I listened to it. Whew! What a 
book! This bestseller presents careful documentary research on white evangelical Chris-
tian nationalism’s U.S. history. Without simplistic commentary, its clearly nuanced tex-
tual findings address responsible thinking readers, especially self-examining Christians. 
Why is this fraught history important for Episcopalians to read and understand? Com-
mending Christians Against Christian Nationalism (the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty’s 
movement), Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has called us to “counter …negative perversions of Christianity 
and of our humanity with an affirmative positive way of being Christian. . . . Christianity must re-center it-
self on the teachings, the example and the spirit of Jesus of Nazareth” (ENS, 1/28/21).  

The author, Kristin Kobes Du Mez, a “reformational” theology professor’s daughter and a Notre Dame PhD, 
is a history professor at Calvin University. She explains that white evangelical Christian nationalist culture’s 
post-WWII political project has given Jesus an extreme makeover by means of entrepreneurial preachers, 
blockbuster movies, self-help books, presidential politics, and war-making. Debunking their familiar claims 
to “biblical literalism,” she finds this radical theological innovation at sharp odds with Jesus’s biblical call to 
care for the “least of these” and to act with “kindness, gentleness, and self-control.” She shows how that pop-
ular culture’s leaders have depended strategically upon the “world beyond faith” to substitute “a vengeful 
warrior Christ” for the Gospels’ Jesus. Their made-over Christ embodies a militant macho manhood con-
structed by a series of popular secular white he-man idols, most notably John Wayne. Divinizing domina-
tion and violence, this nationalist Christ embodies scorn for our church’s Jesus as a “drag-queen Jesus,” as 
“a meek and gentle milk-toast character” with effeminate long hair who turns the other cheek.  

Not just the news sidebar it often seems, Jesus’s extreme makeover has transformed both Christianity and 
U.S. culture since the mid-20th century as white evangelical Christian nationalists have moved millions of 
American believers. They have promoted many other falsehoods also, to inspire bigotry against sexually, 
racially, culturally, and religiously diverse targets, and to influence popular opinions about almost every-
thing from foreign affairs and political elections to childrearing and family life, from sensual intimacy and 
sexual aggression to sports and military education. This detailed history bears witness to evangelical contro-
versies about Jesus’s extreme makeover and to conscientious skeptics who defected from the project. Hav-
ing previously authored a biography of 19th century Methodist activist Katherine Bushnell, Du Mez also em-
phasizes that some other evangelical expressions of Christianity “have disrupted the status quo and chal-
lenged systems of privilege and power.” Although she does not mention that Curry exemplifies that histori-
cal fact, she does mention Sojourner’s founding editor, prominent anti-racist evangelical leader Jim Wallis, 
and names many other recent U.S. evangelicals who do too. Thus, her scholarship busts popular myths that 
demonize evangelicals categorically—one clear loving aim of Jesus and John Wayne. This emotionally chal-
lenging, must-read book sounds an urgent wake-up call to all who follow Jesus’s Way of Love 

PARK THOSE CARS! Arrive 4.5 hours before kickoff on home OU 

football Saturdays. Proceeds go to St. John’s and our youth group.  

 BUT WAIT! There’s a second way to help. We need a clean-

 up crew on the Sundays after . . . arrive at 7:30am Sunday 

 morning and help pick up the grounds before worship at 

 8am. (Gloves and pick-up tools are provided.) 

  ONE MORE THING! Don’t forget that Sat, October 

  22 is “Spruce Up Saturday.” Our dear Pat (Jr Warden) 

  has a list of chores—so let’s gather at 9am to help clean 

  things up. We’ll be done just in time for you to get a 

Jesus and John Wayne (reviewed by Susie Laird) 

OU Football Parking & Spruce Up Saturday 
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“Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

Do you know where this Collect for Purity that opens every Eucharist comes from? It also 
opens an anonymously authored medieval classic, The Cloud of Unknowing, a collection of 
short mystical treatises. The Theology & Mysticism Study Group that Chris Carter and I 
started this past summer in the Commons on Wednesdays at noon continues together this 
fall, with gusto, around this wondrous little book. We invite you to join us as we simply read 
it aloud together, bit by bit, and share how it speaks—wisely and often poetically—to our 
own living, to our own longing, to our experiences of God. This study is like an adventurous 
spiritual trip we are taking as pilgrims together, stopping and starting, stumbling, often sur-
prised and awed, friends happily helping and present to one another along the way. We wel-
come new pilgrims, new friends!  

More about the book: Originally written around 500 A.D., it was later translated into Latin, and then be-
gan circulating in the 14th century as a Middle English translation. It went on to influence some of the great 
mystics of the day. In 1922, Evelyn Underhill translated it into a form of modern English that may sound to 
us an awful like our own Rite One language. 

Welcoming Wednesday Noon Hour 
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Here’s A Few Of Our NEW Things . . . 

New flag! We’re so thankful to a wonderful parishioner who saw a need and met it. Our old 

flag was getting a little too old—it really was an eyesore. So we now have a brand new flag! 

Thank you! (And thanks to Jim Beard who hung it.) 

New printer! We’ve been geeking out in the office as of late because we now have a brand 

new Kyocera TASKalfa4054ci. (Control yourself!) Seriously though, this fancy new machine 

will give us the ability to do color printing, as well as folding, scanning, and stapling with 

more ease. It only increased the cost of our lease by a smidge. Thank you to all those who 

give—you make these kinds of things possible! 

[Note: we do ask that if you need to use the printer, contact one our office workers first. Color prints do add 

up quickly—and are quite expensive.) 

New bells! As some of you may have noticed, there’s been an absence for some time of our carillon bells 

which traditionally rang inside and outside of the church. Parts of this system are on the exterior of our 

church campus, so the system fell prey to the same environmental issues which affected our roof as well as 

other areas of the building. The interior bells were of course unaffected, giving us the ability, like many other 

Christian churches, to call the faithful to worship using our bells each Sunday. But now with the roof replace-

ment complete, we were able to commit the resources needed to correct the damage, and our exterior carillon 

bells have been happily ringing during the day on the top of the hour! (Except on Sundays. Oh, you may hear 

other selections as well throughout the year in accordance to the seasons—so keep listening!) 

Special Parish Meeting 
Sunday, November 13 

Let’s Celebrate Our Stewardship Together 

(follows the 10:30 service  /  lunch provided) 



Some time ago, in our 10:30 service, we began using the Psalm settings from the St. Martin’s Psalter, includ-

ing the singing of the congregational responses using a phrase from the Psalm. We’ll continue this way of 

singing the Psalms in October. For those who don’t sing, please join in saying the response each time it is 

sung. The choir anthem on October 9 is Love One Another. This anthem includes a short refrain. You’re invit-

ed to sing along, as we give praise for the gift of music, and the ability to praise our Lord through song. Final-

ly, the choir would love to add new singers. Rehearsals are Wednesdays, 7-8 pm, and Sundays at 9:15 am. You 

are welcome to give rehearsals a try and see how being a part of the music ministry fits you.  

One of our beloved parish daughters is now preparing for the priesthood at Seminary of the Southwest. While 
there, Caitlin Frazier—the daughter of our beloved late Trish & Jim Frazier—has created an online education-
al ministry from which we at St. John’s can learn much. It’s an informative website about the late Verna Dozi-
er, a 20th century Episcopal lay theologian who advocated for “an educated church.” This is the same theolo-
gian whom Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has called “his Moses.” Dozier believed lay learners and clergy 
“were alike on a shared path, following God’s dream for creation,” and so she challenged laity to learn on our 
their own without ordained guidance. If you haven’t had the time yet to read Dozier’s The Dream of God (see 
review, “A Prophet for Our Time,” in Evangel, Feb 2022), or if you have read it and want to learn more, then 
definitely visit Caitlin’s inspiring web creation: vernadozier.net. 

Congregational Singing and Choir 

A Site To Check Out: vernadozier.net 
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Knit Night is our gatherings for stitching and crafting, and we’ll meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday evenings in 

October: the 6th and 20th. The group meets from 6:30 to 8:30pm in the Commons. It’s 

“come and go,” so feel free to join us for as much of the time as fits your schedule. Bring any 

portable project you want to work on, or just come for the conversation. All skill levels are 

welcome, including beginners wanting to learn to knit or crochet. If you have questions, or 

would like to be included in email reminders, contact Melody Palm through Realm or 309-825-6963.   

Knit Night 

Holy Spirited Yoga 

How about a Thursday noon-hour gentle hatha yoga class in our parish hall? If you are at least mildly active 

and have some previous (just basic) experience, let’s go! If you’ve never done hatha yoga before, 

but want to learn, let’s begin with a regular weekly appointment for some basic instruction. If you 

have trouble getting down to and up from the floor, we can work on learning that skill so vital to 

sustain our independent living as we age. If you want basic know-how to feel comfortable attend-

ing gentle studio classes, or if you want a daily wake-up or bed-time yoga practice, we can make 

that aim our focus. Contact Susie Laird today (slaird@episcopalnorman.org). Donations to Outreach Care & 



Sunday evening was a real blast. We gathered out in the Courtyard, and just passed 

5pm, we began our service. It was a thanksgiving to our God for his wonderful work 

of creation, which follows the example of St. Francis (feast day Oct 4). Over 55 folks 

were there, along with some of the best looking (and well behaved!) dogs and cats 

you’ll ever see. Each were prayed over and blessed. May God sustain them all—and 

may they continue to be a reflection of him. 

On the Back Page . . . What a Blessing! (of the Animals) 
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